 






Year 6 – Autumn 2
Eerie Adventures
Topic focus: Science & History

This is the knowledge organiser for our topic. It includes all key facts and vocabulary. Please share this with your child to help them develop their knowledge and understanding of our topic.
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Maya

Key Dates
(c. stands for
©20008C |, Central America.
¢ 300 BC Cities, such as E| Mirador, become
large and powerful.
Cities in the rainforest are abandoned
AD 900 due to a drought. People move north
to the highlands of Guatemala and
the Yucatan.
Cities like Chichén Itza (which has two
AD 1000 temple pyramids) are still thriving.
The Spanish arrive in South America
AD 1500s and set out to destroy the remaining
(16* century) | elements of Maya civilisation as part
of their conquest.
American explorer and writer, John
Lloyd Stephens, and British artist,
Frederick Catherwood, explore Copan
AD 1839 and other cities including Chichén
Itzd, reigniting interest in the Maya
civilisation.
AD 2014 The cities of Lagunita and Tamchén are

rediscovered.
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Maya Civilisation

Key Vocabulary

A human society with well-
developed rules and government,

civilisation often where technology and the arts
are considered important.
A long period of time with little
drought 9 P f W
or no rain.
B A big cat, heavier than a leopard,
jaguar

with yellowish fur and black spots.

People trained to write things
scribes down, either as an official record or
for someone else unable to write.

Ancient handwritten texts.
Maya codices could be unfolded
like a concertina. One text is
called a codex.

codices

Another word for sweetcorn or corn
maize on the cob. It can be made into a
dough and baked into tortillas.

Cacao trees sprout pods directly
from their trunks. When they are
ripe, the pods can be broken open to
reveal the beans, which can then be
dried, roasted and ground.

cacao
beans
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Key Vocabulary

Light is a form of energy that makes vision

light

9 possible.

dark Darkness is the absence of light.
Reflection is the b ing back of light

reflection eflection is the bouncing back of lig!

when it hits a surface.

A shadow is a dark area created when an
shadow | object blocks light between a light source
and a surface.

‘Reflective’ describes a surface that reflects

cti
TefIeCtive | st of the light that hits it.
light A light source is an object that emits light,
source such as the Sun or a lightbulb.

The colour spectrum is the range of colour
colour o .

visible to the human eye, which can be seen
spectrum PR :

when light is refracted through a prism.

To reflect is to bounce back light or another
reflect s

form of energy when it hits a surface.
refrract To refract is to change the direction of light

as it passes through different materials.

. The visible spectrum is the portion of the

visible . P

light spectrum that is visible to the human
spectrum

eye.





